
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20th,  2020 
 
 

A Guide to Mass at The Church of The Ascension 
 

Welcome to the Church of the Ascension! We are so pleased that you have joined us for 
worship today. Please help us to safeguard the health of everyone present by observing the 
following guidelines: 

 Please sanitize your hands upon entering the building. 

 Masks (covering nose and mouth) must be worn at all times. 

 Please sit only in designated places (marked by a blue dot on the pew). 

 Please maintain social distance and refrain from making physical contact. 

 Regretfully, we must ask the congregation to refrain from singing at this time. 

Please allow the choir soloists to sing for you. 

 Your offerings are much needed and appreciated. The offering plate will not be 

passed, but will remain stationary at the choir steps. You are invited to leave your 

offering in the plate before or after the service. 

 We will begin distributing communion on October 4th. Until then, please remain in 

your seats and say the Act of Spiritual Communion at communion time. 

Please stand as ministers enter. 
 
Opening Sentences and Prayers 
 
   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
The celebrant continues with the collect for purity and summary of the law. Then follows: 
 
Kyrie       (Sung by the choir)                                                                                          Gregorian Chant 
                
                                     (at the 8am service) 
 

 Kyrie eleison.   Kyrie eleison.   Kyrie eleison.    Lord, have mercy upon us 
 Christe eleison.   Christe eleison.  Christe eleison.                 Christ, have mercy upon us 
 Kyrie eleison.   Kyrie eleison.   Kyrie eleison.    Lord, have mercy upon us 
  
Gloria      (Sung by the choir)                                                                                     New English Plainsong   

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are  
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,  you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

(at the 8am service) 
 

Glory be to God on high… 
And on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee. We bless thee. We worship thee. We 
glorify thee.  We give thanks to thee for thy great glory. Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
almighty. O Lord, the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most 
high in the Glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Celebrant:         The Lord be with you. 
People:               And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:         Let us pray. 

 
Collect of the Day            
 

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are 
placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Please be seated for the readings and the Psalm. Please stand for the Sequence Hymn. 
 
The First Reading                                                                                   Jonah 3:10–4:11 
 
 When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is 
not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning;  
for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and 
sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 
faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, 
“Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord 
said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 
right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 
  
Psalm 145:1-8  (sung by the choir)                                                                                 Exaltabo te, Deus 
 
    1  I WILL magnify thee, O God, my King; * 
   and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever. 
 
    2  Every day will I give thanks unto thee; *  
  and praise thy Name for ever and ever. 
 
    3 Great is the LORD, and marvellous worthy to be praised; *  
  there is no end of his greatness. 
 
    4  One generation shall praise thy works unto another, *  
  and declare thy power. 
 
    5  As for me, I will be talking of thy worship, *  
  thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous works; 
 
    6  So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvellous acts; *  
  and I will also tell of thy greatness. 
 
    7  The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be showed; *  
  and men shall sing of thy righteousness. 
 
    8  The LORD is gracious and merciful; * 
   long-suffering, and of great goodness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Second Reading                                                                                                                       Philippians 1:21-30 
 
 To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I 
may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about 
you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith 
of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well–since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 
 The Gospel may be preceded by an Alleluia verse sung  by the cantor. 
 
Introduction to the Gospel                                                                                                     Matthew 20:1-16 
   
  Deacon:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.        

People:             Glory be to thee, O Lord 
 

 Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 
 
  Deacon:    The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:     Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated for the sermon. 
 
Sermon                                                                                 The Very Rev. Kevin Morris 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nicene Creed   
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father  
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father;  by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and  
the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of  
Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People                  (all standing)                                                                                                      Rite 1  
 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, 
and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; 
and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love. 
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially __________], that they may, 
both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy 
holy Sacraments. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with 
meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and 
every land [especially __________], that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare 
and peace of the world. 
 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy 
whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor [__________ and] all 
those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear [especially 
__________], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace 
so to follow the good examples of [__________ and of] all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of 
thy heavenly kingdom. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin   (standing or kneeling) 
 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men:  We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most  
grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is 
intolerable.  Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  for thy Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 
The Peace    
 

Celebrant:         The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:                And with thy spirit. 

 
The Offertory  

 
Offertory Anthem                       Ye That Do Your Master’s Will                                 Orlando Gibbons 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer Preface                                                  BCP Page 333 

 
Celebrant:         The Lord be with you.  
People:             And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant:         Lift up your hearts.  
People:             We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Celebrant:         Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
People:             It is meet and right so to do.  

 
The celebrant continues with the Eucharistic prayer. The following parts of the prayer may be said in 
unison: 
 
The Sanctus                           (Sung by the choir)                                                                   New England Plainsong                                                                                                                                           
                                         

             (at the 8am service) 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts; 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.           Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name.    Blessed is he who cometh in the name  
  of the Lord                 of the Lord 
 Hosanna in the highest.     Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The congregation may kneel or stand (as they are able) during the Eucharistic prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen  
 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. Then is said: 
 
Agnus Dei                                (Sung by the choir)                                                                  New England Plainsong                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

         (at the 8am service) 
 

    Jesus, Lamb of God:    O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
 have mercy on us.    world, have mercy upon us. 

     Jesus, bearer of our sins:   O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
  have mercy on us.    world, have mercy upon us 
     Jesus, redeemer of the world:  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
  give us peace.     world, grant us thy peace 

 
The Prayer of Humble Access   (kneeling or standing) 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 
 
The Invitation to Communion   (kneeling or standing) 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Communion is not being distributed to the congregation at this time. We will begin distributing communion 
on October 4th. The congregation is invited to say the following prayer instead: 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion  (kneeling or standing) 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot, at this moment, receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You, as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You; never permit me to be separated from You. 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Communion Anthem                       Rock of Ages                                                             Toplady   

 
The Post Communion Prayer   (kneeling or standing) 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.   Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
 

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
    
 
    

 
 

Participants in Today’s Service 
 
Sunday:  Eucharistic Minister:   8:00 am  W. Cooper 
   Usher:       G. Broadhurst 

   Eucharistic Minister:              10:30 am  L. Buell    
   Usher:       J. Challice    
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Announcements 

 
 
Welcome To Ascension!   
 The Church of The Ascension would like to cordially welcome all of our visitors and newcomers 
today. We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us. Please visit our website at: 
ascensionrvc.org to learn more about our parish. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, please 
email our parish administrator at: parishadmin@ascensionrvc.org. Follow us on Facebook as well! 
 

Worship Changes in September: 
 Beginning on September 13th, there will be two services on Sunday mornings: Low Mass at 8am 
and High Mass at 10:30am. The High Mass at 10:30am will be live-streamed. Sunday School will begin 
online on September 13th as well. There will be no in-person Sunday School or Coffee Hour. Also, please 
be aware of the following social distancing restrictions: 
 

 Anyone that has been exposed to covid-19, feels ill, or has a fever should NOT attend. 
 Anyone that is in a high-risk group for covid-19 is encouraged to participate online. 
 Hands should be sanitized upon entry into the church. 
 Masks must be worn at all times. 
 Please maintain social distancing (6ft) at all times. 
 Only the designated soloists will be permitted to sing during the service. 
 

 Our masses will begin WITHOUT the distribution of communion to the congregation; however, we 
do expect to begin distributing on October 4th. When the distribution of communion is resumed it will be 
in one kind only (just the wafer bread). There will be no distribution of the wine from the chalice.  
 

Sunday School Remote 
 Sunday School has resumed on Sunday, September 13th, remotely.  All children that have 
registered will receive an email on Sunday morning with the lesson for the week.  Please speak with Ms. 
Lisa if you have any questions. 
 

Confirmation 
 This year is a confirmation year.  If you will be 16 years old or older by spring of 2021 and are 
interested in being confirmed, please speak with Father Kevin by Sunday, September 27th.  (We do not 
have the confirmation date for the spring from the cathedral yet).  All candidates for confirmation must 
receive one academic year of preparation before confirmation.   
 

Jr. High Class 
 We are happy to start offering a Jr. High Class (for children that are in 7th-9th grade).  The class 
will consist of attending worship (either in person or via the internet), a bible project, a book and a zoom 
once a month.  If you are interested in being registered for this class please reach out to Ms. Lisa by 
Sunday, September 27th.   
 

October Morning Prayer 
 Please be aware that on Sunday, October 18th, both services will be Morning Prayer, and not Holy 
Communion. Fr. Kevin will be away that weekend..   
 
Parish Office Hours 
 The parish office will be staffed on Monday and Wednesday from 9 am to 2 pm.  At other times 
please leave a voice mail message which will be returned. Or you may send an email to 
parishadmin@ascensionrvc.org.  Material for the Sunday bulletin is due by Monday at noon. 
 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 

and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 

property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 

Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 

drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 

body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

http://ascensionrvc.org/
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Birthdays 
 

Barbara Atkins, Briana Atkins, Charlotte Snow, Grace Felicetti, Rachael Lochan,  
Erika Brancato, Bob English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book of Remembrance 
 

Carolyn Baker, Frederica Fehr, Daisy Mathers,  George Eyrich, Edward Carlson, Bonnie Ruestow, 
Joshua Harris, Kyle Spidle, David Churchill, Mildred Hettler, Amelia Lutz, Frederic Hasert, Mary Herch, 

Ethel Yenter, Florence Lloyd, Dana Patterson, Helen Straley, Gabriella Kessler, Clifford Marsh,  
Sally Baker Shepherd, Henry Peters, Lester Rawlings, Mary Morr, Fay Leary Lewis, Stella Gordon 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Church of The Ascension 
 

 The Episcopal Parish of Rockville Centre 
 

71 North Village Ave, Rockville Centre, NY  11570 
 

VISIT US ON LINE AT WWW.ASCENSIONRVC.ORG 
 
 

The Very Rev. Kevin Morris, Rector                                          fatherkevinmorris@gmail.com   (516) 766-0693                                                    
Pamela Heywood, Churchwarden                                                        Pheywood@optonline.net  (516) 808-8202   
Mark Weisenreder, Churchwarden                                                            mlwesq@verizon.net    (516) 766-4443 
Kim Young,  Treasurer                                                                                                  kimdawn1022@gmail.com 
Carolyn Brancato, Asst. Treasurer                                                                                                     mrsjello3@aol.com 
Kenneth Mensing, Clerk                                          ropcha@aol.com  
                                                      

Vestry Members:   Ellie Alden, Edna Beirne, Ronald Boykin, Carolyn Brancato, Geoff Broadhurst, Peter 
Carbonaro, John Challice, William Cooper, Ruth Dubas,  Sarah Hughes,  Lydia Paulsen, Kim Young.  
 

Kenneth Dyer, Jr., Organist & Choirmaster                                                                                           (516) 763-1031 
Parish Office (Open 9-2 Monday & Wednesday excluding holidays)                                           (516) 766-0693 
Margaret Bianchi, Parish Office                                                                                   parishadmin@ascensionrvc.org 
Al Ferri, Sexton 

Altar Memorial Gifts 
 

The altar flowers and the sanctuary candle are given either in memory  
or in thanksgiving of a loved one or an event. Please stop and take a  
look at the bulletin board outside the sacristy for more information. 

 

Donations: 
    

 High Altar Flowers    $ 55 
 Chapel Flowers    $ 20 
                                               Sanctuary Candle     $ 15 
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