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Witness
The Church of The Ascension, Rockville Centre, New York

Dear Ascension Family,

Worship Times
Saturday

Well done Ascension! We have just finished another very
successful Friendship Fair. A special thanks goes out to all those
who volunteered and gave so much of themselves to make this
event happen. More than just raising funds for our parish, the
fair is a wonderful time for us to meet and connect with our
community.
Coming up next month will be another great opportunity for us
to invite our friends and neighbors for some fun and fellowship:
The Welcome Table, a potluck supper and bluegrass concert
with local bluegrass band ‘Wild Magnolia.’ This should be a fun
time to gather and celebrate the life of our parish, and we may
all join together in singing a few hymns, so please mark your
calendars for Sunday, November the 5th at 5pm!
If you are new to our parish, welcome home. Every year I invite
individuals and families that have joined our parish within the
past year to gather for dinner so that I may get to know you
better. I hope that you can plan to join me here on Saturday,
January 13th at 6:30pm for our annual Newcomer’s Dinner.
To the entire Ascension Family I wish everyone a worship-filled
and spiritually uplifting Advent and Christmas Season!
Blessings!
Fr. Kevin

Low Mass 5pm
Sunday
Low Mass 8am
High Mass 10:30am

THE WITNESS

FALL 2017

Worship
In addition to our regular services, please take
note of these special upcoming observances.

All Souls Requiem
The Our Lady of Walsingham chapter of the Guild of
All Souls will sponsor a Requiem Mass for the Faithful
Departed on Thursday, November the 2nd at 7:30pm.
Those wishing to have a loved one remembered at this
mass should send their contributions to the office
(with memorial names clearly written) no later than
Sunday, October 29th. This service will also be offered
with special intention for the souls of those killed in
the recent natural disasters and the Las Vegas
shooting.

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November the 5th will be celebrated as All
Saints’ Sunday. Today we will be celebrating not only
the saints that have entered into glory, we will also be
renewing our commitment to carry on their work and
witness in the world. Join us later at 5pm for the
potluck supper and concert!

Remembrance Sunday
November 12th. We honor all veterans today, and
remember specifically those who lost their lives in the
defense of freedom. “Buddy Poppies” will be available for
purchase for $1. Proceeds support veterans in need
through the VFW.

Christ the King
Above and beyond all earthly powers, our allegiance is due
to Christ the King of Heaven and Earth. The Feast of
Christ the King is celebrated the last Sunday before
Advent, this year November 26th.
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More worship…
Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17th during the 10:30am High Mass.
Our Children’s Christmas Pageant comes a week early this
year! Instead of a sermon, our children will reenact the
Christmas story to the tune of some of our favorite carols.

Christmas Services
Sunday, December 24th
9:30am

Sung Mass with Hymns for Advent IV
Please note: there is only ONE morning service this
morning, and it is an Advent service, NOT a
Christmas service.

5:00pm

Christmas Eve Family Mass
with children’s sermon and the blessing of the
crèche.

10:30pm

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
High Mass with incense and candlelight procession
to the crèche.

Monday, December 25th
9:30am

Low Mass with Carols
There is no choir on Christmas Day
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Fellowship
Please note these important parish activities!

The Welcome Table
Sunday, November the 5th at 5pm.
Join us for this potluck supper and free bluegrass and
gospel concert featuring local bluegrass band Wild
Magnolia. Bring a dish and bring a friend as we
celebrate The Church of the Ascension and the Gospel
we are called to proclaim. RSVP:
parishadmin@ascensionrvc.org

Children’s Prayer Breakfast
Sunday, December the 3rd at 9:30am
Bring the kids early this morning! Plenty of good (and fun)
breakfast foods will be offered for parents and kids this
morning, followed by a time for our children to learn about
worship. This month the kids are going to learn about entering
the church and why we sit, stand and kneel at certain times.
This is the first in what we hope will be a regular series of
classes to teach our children about how and why we worship
God the way we do. See below for more details.

Ugly Sweater Party
Bring out those ugly sweaters! The youth group is once
again hosting its Ugly Sweater Party. Guests are asked to
bring a new, unwrapped toy (suggested minimum value
$10 and up) to benefit families served by St. John’s
Episcopal Hospital in Far Rockaway.
Saturday, December the 9th at 6:30pm.

Rectory Epiphany Party
Sunday, January the 7th at 5:00pm.
The rector’s Christmas party always comes at the end of the
Twelve Days! Look out for the cake with the baby in it.
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Children’s Prayer Breakfast
“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
-Matthew 19:14
One of our most important tasks as Christians is tending to the faith lives of our children. Our Sunday
School does an excellent job of exposing our kids to the stories of the Bible, but we also want to
ensure that our kids understand worship and prayer. Our faith is rich with tradition and ritual and we
want to ensure that this is something that our children understand and know how to participate in.
In December our Christian Formation Program is going to begin a new initiative. Each month we
would like to invite families to come a little early for a Children’s Prayer Breakfast. Beginning at
9:30am we will offer a breakfast for the family and at 10:00am we will move into the church to talk to
the kids about how we worship God. In our first session we will discuss how we enter a church, what
the Baptismal Font is for, and the postures we take during the service (sitting, standing, kneeling,
etc.). Future sessions will discuss issues such as singing, candles, incense, communion, and of course
we will end each session with a prayer. Each class will only be about 15 minutes, so that the kids will
be able to go downstairs afterwards to begin Sunday School.
We hope that our families are excited about this new opportunity for fellowship and formation! Our first
prayer breakfast will be Sunday, December the 3rd at 9:30am.

The Shop at Ascension

The Friendship Fair may be over, but The Shop at Ascension carries
on! Don’t forget to stop at the Shop to check out the special gifts on
sale for your Christmas shopping.
Open Wednesdays and Saturdays
11am to 5pm
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Outreach
Children’s Holiday Toy Drive
Beginning Sunday, November the 26th we will be collecting
new, unwrapped toys to benefit families served by St. John’s
Episcopal Hospital in Far Rockaway. The suggested value
for each toy is $10 and up. Toys will be collected through
the Ugly Sweater Party on December the 9th. Anyone
bringing in toys early will still be given a ticket for admission
to the Ugly Sweater Party. For toy ideas you may go to
Amazon.com and search for wish list: SJEH Holiday Party.

It’s Soup Time!
On November the 12th we will again distribute buckets with beans and a
recipe to make our popular Circle 6 Bean Soup. Just prepare the soup
according to the directions, freeze it in the bucket, and return it to Ascension
by December 3rd. The buckets of soup are then taken to serve guests at the
Mary Brennan INN in Hempstead.

The Mary Brennan INN
The Church of the Ascension supports the Mary Brennan INN
in Hempstead, the largest soup kitchen on Long Island. Our
food pantry donations, our soup buckets, and our extra
vegetables from our CSA all go to help feed the 300-500 guests
the INN serves a day. The Mary Brennan INN staff, volunteers
and guests are extremely grateful for your continued support!

71 North Village Avenue
Rockville Centre, NY 11570
516-766-0693
www.ascensionrvc.org

